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The third part is devoted to a general review of the correlations
of civilization. In it are examined the influence of race on culture
and the determinants of the development and spread of civilization.
The last part sums up the tentative conclusions arising from this
study. This method of treatment inevitably involves some amount
of repetition, which may be minimized but not altogether eliminated.
Such a study must necessarily be inadequate and the results
inconclusive. Yet the results, such as they are, tend to strengthen,
rather than weaken, the doubts regarding the validity and value of
the current concepts of Western and Non-Western Civilizations,
and ,of the development of culture by one group and its diffusion
to another. They reveal that several concepts current among
students of anthropology, sociology and civilization are invalid.
The study seeks to suggest what seems to be a truer interpretation
of the nature of civilization, and of its origin and diffusion, particu-
larly the differential diffusion of different culture elements.

The conclusions are, therefore, partly negative and partly
positive. Even negative results need not be despised. For progress
consists not only in the acquisition of new knowledge, but also in
the elimination of old shackling superstitions. And those to whom
it is not given to make constructive contributions to human
knowledge and wisdom may find consolation in the words of
John Milton:

"They also serve who only stand and wait."
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